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Programme 
Our hybrid education and training event 
attracted 155 attendees over the 2 days, 
with 81 attending in-person at COSLA, 
Edinburgh on the second day. 

The 4 plenary sessions featured a 
mix of speakers including Ally Boyle 
(Non-Executive Director, NES), Lindsay 
Donaldson (Deputy Director of Medicine, 
NES) and clinical colleagues from across 
NHSScotland and higher education. 

All the presentations were well received 
and stimulated rich discussions within 
the following themes: 

+ Artificial intelligence

+ Considerations for effective training

+ Patients first

+ Communicating clearly /
Spotlight our work

You can access an interactive 
programme which has embedded links 
to recordings of the plenary session 
presentations: Recordings from the 
NES Healthcare Science Education and 
Training Event 2024 (hcstraining.nhs.
scot/news/recordings-from-the-nes-
healthcare-science-education-and-
training-event-2024).

Workshops 
There were also 4 workshops on offer  
to our in-person delegates, with each 
of them being able to participate in 2  
of the following throughout the day: 

+ Perspectives of Equivalence
Pathways

+ HCS Support Worker Education
and Development Framework

+ Continuous improvement
through feedback

+ Inspiring future generations
of Healthcare Scientists

Exhibitors 
We were grateful to our exhibitors who 
enhanced the event and were available 
to speak to delegates during the 
networking sessions and breaks: 

+ STEM ambassadors in Scotland

+ Skills Development Scotland /
My World of Work

+ Knowledge Network

+ InnoScot Health Ltd

https://www.hcstraining.nhs.scot/news/recordings-from-the-nes-healthcare-science-education-and-training-event-2024/
https://www.hcstraining.nhs.scot/news/recordings-from-the-nes-healthcare-science-education-and-training-event-2024/
https://www.hcstraining.nhs.scot/news/recordings-from-the-nes-healthcare-science-education-and-training-event-2024/


Poster competition 
Congratulations to both Laura Van 
Ransbeke and Carly MacMillan (Trainee 
Respiratory Physiologists, NHS Lothian) 
who were the winners of our poster 
competition. 

The brief was to design an engaging 
poster that clearly communicated their 
HCS specialism and role to the public, 
imagining it would be displayed in their 
local GP practice. 

You can view all of the poster entries  
on the Resources page of the website 
for our Education and Training Event  
(nes.scot.nhs.uk/events/healthcare-
science-education-and-training-
event-2024). 

Winning poster competition entry: Carly MacMillan and Laura Van 
Ransbeke (Trainee Respiratory Physiologists, NHS Lothian), shining  
a spotlight on Respiratory Physiology 

Poster competition runner-up entries: Shining spotlights on Nuclear Medicine (Bryony Lumb Morollon) | Cardiac Science  
(Emma MacDonald) | Radiotherapy Physics (Catherine Stephens) 

https://events.nes.scot.nhs.uk/healthcare-science-education-and-training-event-2024/?alttemplate=resources


Feedback 

We received 21 responses to our 
evaluation form sent out to all 
delegates, regardless of whether they 
attended both days and whether they 
attended virtually or in-person. 

+ 28.6% of respondents only attended
the first day

+ 57.1% attended the second day
in-person, rather than virtually

+ 73.6% of respondents gave a score
between 7 and 10 when asked if they
felt included during the event

+ 100% of respondents reported
they felt the length of the plenary
sessions was about right

+ 95.2% indicated panel discussions
were about the right length

However, comments received did 
indicate some presentations ran over 
which ate into the available time for 
questions and discussion. 

Interestingly only 68.4% of respondents 
felt there was sufficient time allowed 
for networking and discussion at the 
event. This is despite us including longer 
breaks at our in-person venue to try and 
maximise opportunities for delegates to 
engage in networking. 

We should consider ways to enable 
colleagues attending virtually to be 
able to network with each other in  
some capacity next year. 

Most respondents indicated they found 
all the webinar and workshop sessions 
very useful: 

+ Webinar 1
Artificial intelligence 84.2%

+ Webinar 2
Considerations for effective training
84.2%

+ Webinar 3
Patients first 80%

+ Webinar 4
Spotlight Our Work 76.9%

+ Workshop 1
Perspectives of Equivalence
Pathways 80%

+ Workshop 2
HCS Support Worker Education
and Development Framework 100%

+ Workshop 3
Continuous improvement
through feedback 75%

+ Workshop 4
Inspiring future generations
of Healthcare Scientists 83%

The main reasons stated for delegates 
attending the event in-person, rather 
than virtually, were networking 
opportunities and because they 
could focus on the sessions without 
distraction. 

On the next page you will find delegate 
comments which highlight the value 
of attending in-person but also the 
advantages, in terms of accessibility 
and flexibility, of offering virtual 
sessions on MS Teams.



Delegate comments

“  Teams is fine, works to a degree  
– but I don’t think it replaces
the experience of the in-person
event for discussion and
networking with peers across
all areas of HCS.                        

”“  I firmly believe that the  
 opportunity to meet face to  

face provides the best  
environment for learning and  
that networking in person leads  
to a more vital environment for  
absorbing information and  
passing on good practice.    

”

“  Teams meant it was possible 
to dip in and out of sessions  
whilst continuing work.           

”“   It was more easy and  
 convenient format to attend 

seminars using Microsoft  
Teams.

”“   I really enjoyed the session,  
 I liked that it was accessible via  

teams due to practicality issues 
of traveling.                                 

”
Last word from a delegate

“ I just hope that the event continues to run annually. In the modern  
day digital world we are running out of opportunities for real world  
discussion and networking. This event is becoming precious for that 
reason.

”



Spotlight Your Work! webinars 
Communicating science is an 
important skill and our Spotlight 
Your Work! webinars are all about 
the art of presenting. They are an 
excellent opportunity to highlight 
the work Healthcare Scientists are 
doing to improve healthcare across 
NHSScotland. 

We are all passionate about our 
work and believe in it, but can we 
enthuse others? Being able to do this is 
increasingly necessary as we progress 
into senior roles, and it is never too  
early to start! 

These hour long webinars provide an 
opportunity for trainees to present for 
10 minutes, explaining their work and 
their specialism to a wider audience.  
It is a safe space to gain experience, to 
get feedback, and to get recognition. 

We ran 2 virtual webinars in 2023, on the 
22nd August and the 27th November, and 
the presentations covered a wide range 
of Healthcare Science specialisms: 

+ Cardiac Physiology

+ Clinical Biochemistry

+ Genomics

+ Medical Physics

+ Ophthalmic and Vision Science

+ Photobiology

+ Rehabilitation Engineering

+ Reproductive Sciences

Register your interest to present 
Please register your interest in having the opportunity to present at one of our future 
webinars by using the following MS Form (forms.office.com/e/2hfvDWdCdD).

Once we have a sufficient cohort, we contact participants and organise  
a suitable date. So register your interest and let’s turn on the spotlights! 

Access recorded talks from both webinars, 
with transcripts available, on the Spotlight 
Your Work! page on Turas Learn (learn.nes.
nhs.scot/71189). 

https://forms.office.com/e/2hfvDWdCdD
https://learn.nes.nhs.scot/71189
https://learn.nes.nhs.scot/71189



